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even soon kueh sellers. Today, he runs a million-dollar catering
business and talks to Serene Goh about how he’s turing his
attention to personalised service as his company gets bigger.

150 Tieo can't eemermnbsrr 4 time whstn

hie waan’ wedldng la the food inde-

ry. “All my Bfe, all my schood boli-

dlayi, | resnember wedking. ™ he diya.

“1 sl charbana: st thae tisse, from the
buack of & lorry. 1'd wig along. and sometimes
1 weoulds ™t even et pald Sor thas, They would
naeed somencne [0 weatch oo o Cunsomens and
hadp serve thaem. The guys would need help,
and I'd do 8, and they'd just bary me lunch or
dinmer after that. But | just enjoyed being in
thiak kind of stmcaphere. | think if was a very
Intrissic ching 10 me... it's the only indastry |
knoow that I'm good a1,

Mo doubt, he beealks the mould of the glam-
orous food-chals owner = the M-year-old
CEO earithyer operabes Lm0y FeiLsarants nor 61
preddes plas 10 & 8, Hie fan' 8 culinay ar-
it he wraan't soenoons wiss quit & high-puy-
I jobs b indulge & whim 1o rus & posh Cleb
Street cuthet, and be never had aooes 1o 2
Bask of Mum-and-Dud for the stant-ap oih
liow 4 bisgre.

Theen again, in the cabering industry (which
hael i tradle value of 55291 milllion for List Ho-
vember, according to the Department of $ia-
tisthcy), Too sees room for diversity.

Mot ome to shy away from a challenge,
the fowrth of five children always did
things (he hard way by ris:
ing from the ranks. As a

shadert 41 Kimn Keat Primary School, he spest
hit vacations scllisg soon Eush, 16d by the
tizme he wad in Secondary Theee, in Wham:
po Secondary Kbool. be bad progressed o
being & buboy, then waiter, 8t Swenien’s
reidurant

Afver completing kis O bevels, be earolled
ifi 4 food-and-beverige ooudie M e Sags-
pore Hobel and Tourlssm Edwcation Centre. R
wai an Isdastry whose perks Ischided one
puarantee: He'd huve al keast ome day off each
wek o spend with his sweetheart ab the time
(wiso's simoe become his wife). He wound up
muanaging a caleberia under the Gardmer Mer-
chant calering group, which has since been
bought out by Sodexhe, in Singapore. By
1997, be'd amuaased a modest S520,000 1o s
up kis own compuay — Sumile Food Mas:
aprement P Led, 5n induierial caeving com-
pudsiry B0 serve husggry ke buncling a8 cor-
POTabE Cantier,

Mot quite 4 theme nestaugant with pigod
classical mudhc bathed i soft light.

Like most entreprenears, be handied eve-

IMLENLEgEmT,

enlisted 14 employees for his first gig. He
muanaped o wrest the contract (rom the exist-
Ing caberer ai ebrctronics plast AMP Mang-
Iscraring. That, be says, was bis "very hacky™
break, and one that be got after his plach 1o
ket vice-peesident of the company,

"1 was quite updronl with him. | told Bim
thuat | [was] 2 one-man show, and | promised
b oy oy b, ™ T pecalle, ~But | nappose ke
wi coervinced that | had emough knowhadge
and eoiald deliver, He took the risk 1o go with
e, | thaoiaght 99% that thsry woukds' do that,
(') all sbet getting paopde 1 tnam you. be-
cate ol that time, | B nothisg. and i | had
Bopped. then his bead [woukd have beea] on
the line, 100,

Today, the father of tharee has made Linge-
scale induatrial catering the bread and butter
of his basiness, cabering 10 groups of up 1o

8,000, For his efforts, Stamfles carned ihe

Sisgapore Exserprise 50 award in 2002,
And Lo year, in which many 3 medioore
casery wi extinguished, the company re-
ported & turnoved of 523 millian and experic

Fosa: 18 wua ondy wban prople nharbed auhing ma sbout evy earliet breclvement that | reakied
aparything I bt imvolved s had Ba do with ool

enoed sach growth that Teo had to sow things
down. Indeed, Teo reports that the company
hias enjoyped 20% 1o 30% anmual growth since
its imception, and today has 430 stall who op-
erale 25 cuthets ksland-wide.

The Stamiles growp also operates food
coumts sach a3 BURP &t Alexandes Distriparic
amd catees bor events through Fesird, oo of
its pusknddisrien. Thee Lottty cabers meals for &
minsmum of twa dineni. with & miseion sLabe-
menl of “Fostering relationsbips theough
food”®. I, & leadt, appears 1o be a direction
that brucika the trend of mom-and-pop Mol-ups
that have beoome franchises 1o reach mone
people [Han's, Ya Euwa Kaya asd Killliney
Eopitiam being just several examples).

Bust Teo is chear about his new direction. Al-
though i appears Stamiles is taling a step back-
wards. from Large-vobame catering by reaching
small groups under Fostrd, the soft-spolen boss.
wanted 10 centre part of his business around
calendar events and special oocasions — fom
Wakentine's Duy dizmers 1o fullmonth oelebra-
thons = b exiend Stamiles” services 1o cienis
even beyond olfios hours.

*1 smrned ihdnking aboun oy own experi-
ence: Whenever | saw people camryleg flow-
i, I'd paddenly (e reminded] i waa Vaken-
tise's Dy of Mother's Duy, of whatewer,” be
explaing. *| wasted Fostrd to cater 1o peogle
who wene alwiys budy and needed & oom-
ﬂﬂrmhmwﬂm

e thorir s uaiite serionasly,
I think. & kot of people asend corporate events,
and they eal the food that’s served there. But
with Foatri, | wanied [i] o be 4 sifuation in
which people would come 10 a specific event
because Foatrt was dolng the lood, 100.*

Ia &0 interview wish The Edie Sinpapons.
Tew recounts how be ot 1o this polss,

Howr disd you get started n ther food basiness!
Around Secondary Theee, | sarbed o work in
Swensen's a3 3 part-timer, during my holi-
days. | was a basboy, just ceearing plates. |
was very comdortable, because | enjoy being
in (Bt iscfustry, Froem there, showly, 1 got pro
mottd. | was sllowed 0o Lk onders — b M,
baring & waster was alresdy a promiption!

What was your lamily background!

1 come from & Lenily of five siblings — two
elder broiber, one dlder sliler aad ooe
yousgst ikiter. (| stuck out Bioe 3 sore thumdb|
— the naughty one. B was only when people
started asking me about my carlie IBvolve
meenk that | realised that everything I'd been
involved im had 1o do with food.

H you' e planing a conporate evest, thine's fo.

| oo o wveat I Log on 53 wwew lostie.com,
 which offers catering choioe, YWhither you'ne
loking for a laganess feast for tw delivered
‘“Th“‘h the
agroup ol 10, on the mmy
it s, Pricet foe bt stat ad 5510000
person and busduats san at 5330 per
‘person. enier pet, gl e company 10 tibe
charge of the eesing evert, st you £an spend
the time “retmorkig”.



